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he referred to Chancellor Gerhard Schroe-
der of Germany; and President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. A portion of these remarks could

not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Remarks at the North Atlantic Council Summit in Prague

November 21, 2002

America is very pleased by today’s deci-
sion. We believe it strengthens our Nation’s
most important alliance, NATO. By wel-
coming seven members, we will not only
add to our military capabilities; we will re-
fresh the spirit of this great democratic Alli-
ance.

We believe today’s decision reaffirms our
commitment to freedom and our commit-
ment to a Europe which is whole and free
and at peace.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. at
the Prague Congress Center.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Vladimir Putin of Russia
and an Exchange With Reporters in St. Petersburg, Russia

November 22, 2002

President Putin. Good evening, ladies
and gentlemen. In your presence may I
once again cordially welcome the President
of the United States and his team to Rus-
sia.

We are very pleased that Mr. President
accepted our invitation. And let me say that
our conversations—and this is exactly the
way I'd like to quote this meeting—our
conversation on the whole range of our bi-
lateral issues and our cooperation in the
international arena have been very produc-
tive and very, very frank.

And we discussed practically everything
between the sky and the Earth. We dis-
cussed our cooperation in the energy sec-
tor, our energy dialog. We discussed our
cooperation in the high technology sector.
We  also—[inaudible]—the problem of
NATO expansion and the development of
relations between Russia and NATO. And
of course, we also addressed the problem
of terrorism. And of course, we also dis-
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cussed the prospects for our cooperation
on the matters of strategic stability.

I think that Mr. President will agree with
me—and he’ll have an opportunity to say
what he thinks on this—but I think he’ll
agree with me that our meeting, in this
point a very frank meeting, without pre-
pared statements, has been very productive
and has been very fruitful.

President Bush. Yes, it has. I consider
Vladimir Putin one of my good friends.

Are you going to translate?

Like other good friends I've had through-
out my life, we don’t agree 100 percent
of the time. But we always agree to discuss
things in a frank and—in a frank way.

Every time I come to St. Petersburg,
he keeps showing me more and more beau-
tiful rooms. So I'm coming back next May.
1 always enjoy our conversations.

I have just come from NATO. My visit
with Vladimir was my first stop after
Prague. The mood of the NATO countries
is this: Russia is our friend; we've got a
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lot of interests together; we must continue
our cooperation in the war on terror; and
the expansion of NATO should be wel-
comed by the Russian people. After all,
there are new nations on our border that
are members of—nations that are new
members of NATO but nations pledged to
peace and pledged to freedom.

But the President was right, we had a—
we discussed a lot of issues. And I would
define our bilateral relations as very good.

We might answer a couple of questions.

Q. This is a question to both Presidents.

President Bush. Okay, fine. Fire away.

Russia-U.S. Relations/NATO

[At this point, a question was asked in Rus-
sian, and no translation was provided.]

President Putin. As regards partnership,
it is on a very high level. And it is very
pleasant for me to note that we not only
have lost nothing of what has been gen-
erated, has been produced by the previous
generations of politicians, but we keep
going on further. We keep achieving new
results, and we are moving ahead very ex-
peditiously and very productively.

And TI'd like to stress—and this is a very
important point—that the interests of Rus-
sia and the United States coincide not only
in many economic fields but they are also
identical in many strategic areas.

As regards our relations with NATO, let
me say the following: As regards the expan-
sion, you know our position well. We do
not believe that this has been necessitated
by the existing pact, but we take note of
the position taken by the President of the
United States, and we hope to have positive
development of our relations with all
NATO countries.

As regards our relationship with the Alli-
ance as a whole, as the Alliance keeps
transforming—and this is something that
Mr. President talked about recently—we do
not rule out the possibility of deepening
our relations with the Alliance. Of course,
in the case if the activities of the Alliance

are in accord with Russia’s national security
interests. At least within the Group of 20,
we are interacting, are cooperating in a
very well way, in a very good way.

President Bush. Yes, the Russian-NATO
Council is very important. But the strategy
of NATO is going to be based upon the
fact that the cold war is over; Russia is
a friend; Russia is not an enemy. And I
told the President, as I was leaving the
NATO summit, a lot of leaders came up
and asked me to send their personal re-
gards to him.

And in terms of our bilateral relations,
we’ll continue to work to make them as
strong as they can possibly be, and there’s
a lot of areas—in trade, in commerce, in
energy—that were working together to
make progress.

I think it'’s only fair we ask one Amer-
ican. Jim [Jim Angle, FOX News]. Jim’s
his name.

Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri/Iraq

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. The public
now knows that the U.S. has in its custody
a terrorist who has the blood of many
Americans on his hands, Mr. al-Nashiri.
How significant is his arrest?

And since we see President Putin so
rarely, Mr. President, I hope you won't ob-
ject if T ask President Putin a question as
well. And that is, sir, has the U.S. asked
you to participate or contribute to any mili-
tary action in Iraq if it becomes necessary,
and what is your view on that?

President Bush. A couple of points. First,
I want to thank Vladimir and his foreign
policy team for working together to pass
a strong resolution out of the United Na-
tions on Iraq.

Secondly, we did bring to justice a killer.
And the message is, we're making war on
the—we're making progress on the war
against terrorists, that we’re going to hunt
them down one at a time, that it doesn’t
matter where they hide. As we work with
our friends, we will find them and bring
them to justice. And America and Russia
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and people who love freedom are one per-
son safer as a result of us finding this guy.

President Putin. T'm very pleased to see
the mood the President of the United
States is in. It is what we needed. Let
me assure you that we will work together,
and our work will be effective.

Now there is something I would like to
draw your attention to. And we ultimately
discussed this matter with our U.S. col-
leagues. We should not give a chance to
anyone who is either engaged in terror or
is supporting terror.

As T understood the second part of your
question, concern was—has to do with Iraq.
We should not forget about those who fi-
nance terrorism. Of the 19 terrorists who
committed the main attacks on September
11th against the United States, 16 are citi-
zens of Saudi Arabia, and we should not
forget about that.

Now, where has Usama bin Laden taken
refuge? They say that somewhere between
Afghanistan and Pakistan. We know what
Mr. Musharraf is doing to achieve stability
in his country, and we are supporting him.
But what can happen with armies armed
with weapons that exist in Pakistan, includ-
ing weapons of mass destruction—we are
not sure on that aspect, and we should
not forget about that. And we agree with

the President of the United States and his
colleagues who say that we have to make
sure that Iraq has no weapons of mass de-
struction in its possession.

Diplomats have carried out a very dif-
ficult, a very complex work. And we do
believe that we have to stay within the
framework of the work being carried out
by the Security Council of the United Na-
tions. And we do believe that, together with
the United States, we can achieve a positive
result. As you know, our recent past gives
us—we have a example of that kind, and
the level achieved in our bilateral relations
between Russia and the United States gives
us hope that we can achieve such results.

President Bush. Thank you all. We've got
a plane to catch. Don’t keep us waiting.
Thank you all. Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at
Catherine’s Palace. In his remarks, President
Putin referred to Usama bin Laden, leader
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization, and
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. A
reporter referred to Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri,
Al Qaida’s chief of operations for the Persian
Gulf. President Putin spoke in Russian, and
his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V.
Putin on Development of the U.S.-Russian Energy Dialogue

November 22, 2002

Last May, we launched an energy dia-
logue to strengthen the overall relationship
between our countries, and to enhance
global energy security, international stra-
tegic stability, and regional cooperation. Al-
ready we can see important benefits from
this new aspect of our relations.

A key success in this new dialogue was
the first-ever U.S.-Russia Commercial En-
ergy Summit held in Houston in the begin-
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ning of October with the participation of
both countries” governmental, business and
scientific circles. The Houston Summit cre-
ated new avenues for dialogue and coopera-
tion on energy issues and led to decisions
on concrete new investment projects and
programs and business arrangements. We
thank the more than 70 companies that
contributed to its success and look forward
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